SPECTRE
SPOTLIGHT

GUEST SPEAKERS
LT. COLONEL SETH JUNKINS,
LT. COLONEL J.D.MARSH
Lieutenant Colonel (Colonel Select) Seth M. Junkins is the commander of the
4th AC-130U “Spooky” Gunship Special Operations Squadron, Hurlburt Field,
Florida. Colonel Junkins was commissioned through the Air Force ROTC in
1984, from Norwich University, Vermont.
During his 19 years of
commissioned service, he has been a pilot, instructor pilot, evaluator pilot,
chief of tactics, flight commander, chief of gunship branch programs,
assistant operations officer, operations officer, and commander. Colonel
Junkins is command pilot with more than 4,600 hours in the T-37, T-38, B52G, C-130E, AC-130H, and AC-130U. He has flown numerous combat and
combat support missions in DESERT STORM 1991, Somalia 1993, Bosnia
1994, Haiti 1994, Afghanistan 2001-2002, and most recently, IRAQI
FREEDOM 2003. His wife Betsy, is from North Hampton, New Hampshire.
They have three children, Jenna, Seth, and Sarah
Lieutenant Colonel James D Marsh is Operations Officer of the 16th Special
Operations Squadron located at Hurlburt Field, Florida. He is responsible
for preparing Air Force special operations forces to plan, prepare, and
execute AC-130H Spectre gunship missions which provide precise delivery of
40/105mm munitions supporting joint conventional and special operations
forces (SOF). These missions directly support unified and theater special
operations commands by conducting night close air support (CAS),
interdiction and reconnaissance missions worldwide in support of Secretary
of Defense (SECDEF) taskings. Lieutenant Colonel Marsh graduated from
West Virginia University in 1983 and received his commission through OTS
in February 1884. He is a command pilot with over 4,500 hours in the C-141B,
C-130E and AC-130H aircraft and has flown combat missions in Panama,
Somalia, Bosnia, and Afghanistan. He has held a variety of assignments,
which include pilot, instructor pilot and flight evaluator as well as staff
assignments at Headquarters, Air Force Special Operations Command and
US Special Operations Command. Lieutenant Colonel Marsh was born in
Bellaire, Ohio. He is married to the former Cynthia Sheppard of Vienna,
WV. They have one son, Jason.
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I didn’t do it, you
didn’t see me, you
can’t prove it!

Who’s the standing
ovation for?

This chow line doesn’t seem
to be going anywhere!
I’ll sell ya this
one for $25!

ALL PICTURES COURTESY OF OUR VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER, LARRY HICKEY
SSL03

3

MEMOS FROM THE SPECTRE ASSOCIATION BOARD
President’s Note

Well fellow Spectres (Spookies, Stingers, Shadows) it has been another amazing
year. Last year’s reunion was in the shadow of the war in Iraq and our brother/sister’s
participation in routing the bad guys in Iraq and Afghanistan. Our thanks to Seth and
J.D. for the insight into the newest chapters of gunship legend. On the downside of the
reunion, my briefcase with the meeting minutes and much historical data was stolen from
the hotel. I kept looking for bits a pieces of info by tearing my bedroom, office, family
room, garage apart in frustration until I received a phone call from the Sheriffs office
saying they had recovered some of my stuff from a theft ring bust. When I went to the
station to inventory the loot, imagine my joy to discover why I couldn’t find the reunion
stuff at home. We recovered some of the historical stuff but the minutes from the
meeting were gone. The thieves were so stupid they kept junk from their deeds that tied
them to nearly a dozen break-ins. If you entered any motions into the business meeting,
please send me your motion so I can get it right instead of relying entirely on my
memory.
We held a very scientific/democratic selection process for next year’s convention
and selected Wright Patterson AFB/USAF Museum as the location. We have a lot of
work to solidify those plans. More info to follow.
Our Web mistress has taken a position in England so we have retained another
professional web team to redesign and maintain our website. They are in the process of
rehosting the site and you should be seeing some fundamental changes in the next couple
of months. One of the big changes is the posting of the Spotlight on the web. Anyone
who still wants a hardcopy can get one through the mail, but the web posting will save us
a ton o’ money.
We had another very successful picnic for our active duty families. This was our
first effort at combining the elements of the future Gunship Association to pull this off.
We had financial and manpower support from all the Gunship organizations. Due to
security concerns the advertisement of this event is kept rather close hold, but if you are
interested in supporting next years event, let us know and you will get tapped to help.
We are in the final stages for this year’s reunion; I have issued invitations to
speak to some well-known personalities in the talk radio business. So far we have had no
positive response. We will continue to work on that front, but Bernie Frakes contacted
Mark Transue (can you believe….Colonel, way to go!) who has agreed to speak. You
really can’t beat a member of the brotherhood as a speaker anyway! Thanks, Mark.
That’s it for now….out of the sight…safe the gun!
Tim Shaffer
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Vice President’s Corner
Our Vice President, Jeff Moser, is in the process of changing assignments as an Aerial
Gunner from Hurlburt Field FL, to a tanker Boom Operator at MacDill AFB FL. Jeff is
currently attending retraining at Altus AFB OK, with a reporting date to MacDill in
November. We wish him the best of luck, and thank him for his support as a member of
the Spectre Association. Jeff's position will be up for nominations during our annual
business meeting. Any volunteers?
Board Member Trivia
How is it every time you plan a fishing trip, the weather turns nasty? Well, true with
tradition, this one was no different. Arriving in the “World’s Luckiest Fishing Village” I
always have to wonder why I must punish myself by getting up early on the Sunday
morning after Saturday’s Reunion activities. Looking around I soon discover that I’m not
the only one who had “too much fun” the night before. The great folks at Moody’s
Charters got us checked in and loaded up in no time at all. One of our guests decided to
“chum” for sharks, however none took up her generous offer! Also true with tradition, the
host got skunked again! Oh well, beats a poke in the eye with a sharp stick, just not by
much. Looking forward to doing it again at the up and coming reunion.
Glenn Gaudette
Spectrefe@cox.net

Greetings fellow Spectres,
As usual, last year’s golf tournament was a lot of fun. Who won? This year, we will have
the same best ball format with a first, second and third place prizewinner. So bring your
pasture pool sticks and plan to have a great time. Fore!
Angelo Pearson
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No dear, you’ve had
enough already!

ZZZZZZZZZZ

Of course I’m first in
line, I got here last
week!

ALL PICTURES COURTESY OF OUR VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER, LARRY HICKEY
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I AM THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.
I stand watch in America's halls of justice.
I fly majestically over institutions of learning.
I stand guard with power in the world.
Look up and see me.
I stand for peace, honor, truth and justice.
I stand for freedom.
I am confident.
I am arrogant.
I am proud.
When I am flown with my fellow banners,
My head is a little higher,
My colors a little truer.
I bow to no one!
I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped - (Only worship the one true God)
I am saluted.
I am loved - I am revered.
I am respected - and I am feared.
I have fought in every battle
of every war
for more then 200 years.
I was flown at Valley Forge,
Gettysburg, Shiloh and Appamatox.
I was there at San Juan Hill,
the trenches of France,
in the Argonne Forest,
Anzio, Rome and the beaches of Normandy.
Guam, Okinawa, Korea and
KheSan, Saigon, Vietnam know me.
I was there.
I led my troops, I was dirty, battleworn and tired,
But my soldiers cheered me and I was proud.
I have been burned, torn and trampled on the
streets of countries I have helped set free.
It does not hurt for I am invincible.
I have been soiled upon, burned, torn and
trampled in the streets of my country.
And when it's done by those
Whom I've served in battle - it hurts.
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth
and stood watch over the uncharted
frontiers of space from my vantage point on the moon.
I have borne silent witness to all of America's finest hours.
But my finest hours are yet to come.
When I am torn into strips and used as bandages
for my wounded comrades on the battlefield,
When I am flown at half-mast to honor my soldier,
Or when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving parent
at the grave of their fallen son or daughter,
I am proud.
Author:
Howard Schnauber
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No photographs, please!

That’s interesting!

I’ll say!

ALL PICTURES COURTESY OF OUR VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER, LARRY HICKEY
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A belated "Thank You, Spectre" from another grateful customer.
I was the AC of Jolly Green 44 during the Mayaguez rescue, Koh Tang, Cambodia on 15
May 1975. There are many grateful Marines and helo crews alive today due to the
outstanding performance of several Spectre crews that day and night. You guys saved
our bacon. Thank you. The beer's on me, Anytime, Anyplace.
Best regards,
Bob Blough <Jolly44A@aol.com>
HH-53 Pilot, 40 ARRS, NKP Thailand 74-75, Korat Thailand 75
Life Member Mayaguez Memorial VFW Post 11575, Phnom Penh Cambodia
Charter Member, Jolly Green Association
Life Member, Air Commando Association
Proud Member, Thailand/Laos/Cambodia (TLC) Brotherhood
Proud Member, Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association
Survivor, Koh Tang Beach Club

A view of the WWII
Memorial, from the
Washington Monument
Evan Vucci / AP
While there is some question
about the origins of
Memorial Day, originally
called Decoration Day, there
is no doubt one of the first
was celebrated in the South.
In January 1866, women in
Columbus, Georgia issued a
public call for the graves of
Confederate soldiers to be
covered with flowers. The first Confederate Decoration Days were observed that year in
April in Columbus, Mississippi; Columbus, Georgia; and Holly Springs, Mississippi. In
1868, commander-in-chief of the GAR, General John A. Logan, ordered the 30th of May
be set aside as a Memorial Day for the purpose of honoring the dead of the Civil War.
General James Garfield was the speaker at the first observance at Arlington National
Cemetery on May 30, 1868. Over time, the day became one of remembrance for all who
had given their life in battle for America.
Vietnam Veteran’s Home Page
http://grunt.space.swri.edu/index.htm
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ALL PICTURES COURTESY OF OUR VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER, LARRY HICKEY
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ALL PICTURES COURTESY OF OUR VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER, LARRY HICKEY
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2003 Spectre Association Budget

SSL03

13

2004 Reunion Information
** Four Points hotel costs: $72 courtyard, single/double; $92
Gulf side, single/double; 30 room reservations gets us the Tiki
Bar for FREE! **
Hotel Reservations
Sheraton Four Points 1-800-874-8104 before 26 Sept
(ID yourself as Spectre Reunion for special rate)
Thursday, October 7th 2004, Icebreaker at the Hurlburt Field
Enlisted Hooch, from 6:30 p.m. till ???? The Enlisted Hooch is
located across from Hurlburt Field on the SoundSide. Furnishing
a covered dish would be very helpful.
Friday, October 8th 2004, Reunion Check-in and Cocktail Party at
the Sheraton 4 Points, Okaloosa Island beginning at 5 p.m.
Saturday, October 10th 2004, Business Meeting at the Sheraton
4 Points from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Banquet at Sheraton 4 Points,
Okaloosa Island starting at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 11th 2003 (time TBD) Gator Lakes Golf
Tournament and Fishing trip. BBQ at the Sheraton 4 Points from
4:00 p.m. till ???

SSL03

14

SPECTRE ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
ELIGIBILITY
1.
2.

Be a bonafide dependent of a member in good standing of the Spectre Association.
Be a college eligible student or be enrolled on a full time basis in college.

POLICY
1.
The winner(s) shall be announced at the annual reunion.
2.
The winner(s) shall not receive the actual scholarship until enrolled at an accredited institution of
higher learning and the secretary of the association has been notified where the money shall be
sent. The check will be mailed by January 15 of the following year.
Applicant’s Name ___________________________________________________
Sponsor’s Name ___________________________________________________
Relationship to sponsor _____________________ phone (____)______________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________
College Attending ___________________________________________________
Spectre Membership # _____________
Send this application no later than October 1, 2004 to:
SPECTRE ASSOCIATION, INC
P.O. BOX 707
MARY ESTHER, FL 32569-0707

………………………………………………………………………………
SPECTRE ASSOCIATION REUNION APPLICATION
31st Annual Spectre Reunion
8-11 October, 2004 Fort Walton Beach FL
Hotel Reservations: Sheraton Four Points 1-800-874-8104 before 26 Sept
(ID yourself as Spectre Reunion for special rate )

Name _____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
Phone ____________________ e-mail ___________________________
Membership #____________
Dues $15 = ______
Friday Cocktails # _____ x $20 =______
Saturday Banquet #_____x $28 = ______
Sunday AM Golf #_______ (cost to be determined)
Sunday AM Fishing # _____(cost TBD)
Sunday BBQ #_____X $20 = ______
Reunion t-shirt #_____ X $15 = ______
Sm ___ Med ____ Lg ____ XXLg ____ XXXLG____ XXXX____ (Remit $3.50 for shirts if not attending)
Total $ _______ Check # ________
Send this application no later than September 15, 2004 to:
SPECTRE ASSOCIATION, INC
P.O. BOX 707
MARY ESTHER, FL 32569-0707
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