Thursday Evening by Pat Carpenter
Our annual party before the party began at the
Bangkok House Restaurant promptly at 1730.
As usual, people started reminiscing before they
got in the door, and continued all the way to
their seat.
We saw a lot of first-timers to the reunion, as
well as those who try to attend all of the
reunions.
The stories started as soon as
everyone cleared Wild Bill and his team of
surrogates, Ski and Pete!
We were treated to some great Thai food, but before we could embark on a trip to the buffet we
made sure everybody was properly attired. Some of the members look as if they’ve been living at
the buffets.

I must say that Sue did a fine job and provided
a welcoming atmosphere for all SPECTREs.
People mingled and renewed old acquaintances
as well as made new ones. Some imbibed in
the spirits, and some looked as if they may have
imbibed a little too much. However coolers
heads prevailed like the Kiddies pal-Big AL,
and everyone got home safe. A good time was
had by all.

Taylor‐Troglen Room Dedication Ceremony by Dennis Peterson
It was a beautiful day in October, and I was on my way to Hurlburt Soundside Club for a room
dedication to Staff Sergeant Cecil Taylor and Staff Sergeant Jackie Troglen. These young men
were the first AC-130 aircrew members of 52 Spectres killed in South East Asia. Their aircraft
was hit by Anti-Aircraft-Artillery fire that struck the bottom of the aircraft taking out the
hydraulics. The Aircraft Commander ordered everyone to bail out. Staff Sergeant Troglen was
wounded and unable to bailout while Staff Sergeant Taylor elected to stay with the aircraft in
order to assist with the manual operation of landing gear.
Upon landing, the aircraft skidded off the runway striking a
barrier and burst into flames. Both crew members were lost.
At the ceremony, after the welcoming, posting the colors,
National Anthem and invocation, guest speaker Colonel Ted
Fordyce covered the events that brought everyone here today.
MY HERO
Duty called overseas.

To fly a plane and keep us free.

He left his

children and his wife; gave up his world for a whole new life. His baby
girl was only one.

His boy was three—his only son.

He kissed his

family one last time, assuring his wife he would be fine. The war raged
on throughout the year. He kept on missing his family so dear. He got
his next mission: to fly at night -- Nothing major, he’d be alright. But
the plane got hit, they were going down. He thought of his family -- And
couldn’t frown. He knew just then what he had to do—save the men
that had flown with him too. They had wives and children as well. He
couldn’t bear to tell them they fell. He ran to the back and he got them
all out. He had to be sure, there was some doubt. Everyone was safe –
he could now leave—but it was too late, this he didn’t see. The plane
exploded—he was inside. The other men were safe, but my Grandpa
died. He left his children and his wife; Gave up his world for a whole
new life. Duty called overseas. He gave his life to keep us free. In
memory of Cecil Franklin Taylor. The Grandpa I never knew, the man
who is my HERO.
Cara Elizabeth Stokes 2006

The portraits of these two war
heroes were unveiled by Ms.
Lisa (Taylor) Stokes, SSgt
Taylor’s daughter; and Mr.
Jackie W. Troglen, Jr., SSgt
Troglen’s son. Mr. Troglen was
accompanied by his three sons,
and
Ms.
Stokes
was
accompanied by her son, two
daughters, and her husband.
When Lisa’s eldest daughter,
Cara, was in 8th grade she wrote
the poem dedicated to her
grandfather (SSgt Taylor). She
is now a sophomore in college. She read the poem at the ceremony; not many dry eyes could be
found afterwards.

The Store by Vito
Hello fellow Spectres! Let me start by saying that it is an honor and a pleasure for me to serve as
a board member and at this year’s Reunion. As for this year’s Reunion, most of the attending
Spectres know that I was put in charge of the store for the duration of the reunion. First, let me
apologize for any problems and or inconvenience that may have been created on the Friday
opening of the store. Unfortunately I had to leave the store just as it was about to open, because I
had to return the rental car that I was using. In the future I will try to have all of those details
worked out in advance. It seemed to me that after that, things went pretty smoothly and I hope
that I got all of your requests filled and that you were happy with the job I did. Please let me
know if there are any suggestions that you may have for future reunions since I have volunteered
to work the store at the reunions for the remainder of my term as Board Member. I am not the
Quartermaster for the store and do not
have anything to do with the ordering or
sales during the rest of the year, so if you
need items please continue using the
ordering information available at the
website. Second, and more importantly,
let me say a great big ‘Thank You’ to
everyone who helped me with the store
during the reunion, especially The
Spencer’s (Grace and Duane) and The
Gonsowski’s (Alice and Frank). I could
not have done it without their help. In
short, they jumped in and filled the void that I created when I left to return my rental car and also

helped me set up the store. Again, thank you very much. As a new member to the Board I look
forward to serving the membership, and I hope that if anyone has any questions or suggestions,
(constructive only please), that you will not hesitate to contact me at DJVITO@juno.com

Friday Night by Bill Allen
Things were a little different Friday night
because of the Joint Banquet with the ACA.
Our Missing Man ceremony was accomplished
this
evening
and
some
abbreviated
announcements were made. Mostly we were
able to catch up with our friends about the
happenings of the past year. We got to meet
Don Schiele’s wife, Kathy, and their son Seth.
Unfortunately Don passed away 2 weeks
before the reunion.
The buffet dinner was excellent and for a change
we did not run out of chow. I guess everyone is
now finally on diets! The conversation lingered
into the early evening and some of the diehards

migrated to the Dempsey’s Bar and ultimately to
the Hospitality Room to solve the issues of the
world. Me, I went to bed early!

38TH Annual Spectre Board Meeting Minutes
Board Members present: Pat Carpenter, President; Bill Allen, Vice President; Dennis Peterson,
Treasurer; Barry Gossman; Bill Walter; Larry Hickey; Frank Gonsowski; Darren “Vito” Vitallo.
CALL TO ORDER
-The membership was called to order with the above listed Board Members present.
-The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.
-Minutes from the 37th Annual Business Meeting were read by Bill Allen, with a motion made to
accept as read. The membership Approved by voice vote, with the addition of John Woods
declining nomination to the board, the minutes as read.
- Treasurers Report
Estimated Revenues
Dues Annual‐$ 500
Life ‐$3,500
$ 4,000
Estimated Sales ‐$ 21,500
Donations
‐$ 3,000

Total Estimated Rev

$28,500

Certificates of Deposit

Scholarship Fund
Special Operating Account
Checking Account
Inventory On‐Hand (Approx)
Computer
Projector
Telephone
Flags & Staffs
Capital & Assets as of 4 Oct 2011
‐Treasurers report accepted as read

Proposed Budget for 2011/2012
Estimated Expenses
Membership Mailings Postage
Supplies
Spotlight Printing
Store Inventory Replenishment
Merchandise Shipping
Memorials
Web Maintenance
Warehouse Fee
Post Office Box Fee
Phone Conferencing Fee
Liabilities
Scholarships
Residual Reunion Costs
Donations
VFW
Total Estimated Expenses
Capital & Assets
Life Fund
Life Fund
Gunner Jack Fund

‐$ 100
‐$ 200
‐$ 200
‐$12,500
‐$ 1,500
‐$ 1,200
‐$ 1,000
‐$ 1,000
‐$
80
‐$ 360

‐$ 2,000
‐$ 5,500
‐$ 2,700
‐$ 200
$28,540

$ 26,410.20
$ 6,250.50
$ 10,240.00
$ 4,770.83
$ 3,808.86
$ 12,352.59
$ 44,500.00
$
450.00
$
25.00
$
50.00
$
60.00
$108,917.78

- Scholarship Selection - Gunner Jack with his usual style and flair selected the 2 nominees and
1st alternate for this year’s scholarship award. Winners were announced at the Sunday Pizza
Party.
-2014 Reunion Site - Nominations for the site of the 2014 Reunion were requested with the
stipulation that the nominator would assist in gathering the information on the site. Sites
nominated were: (1) Las Vegas (No Plaza Hotel), (2) Clovis, NM, (3) D.C. Area, (4) WrightPatterson AFB area, (5) Ocean City, MD. The board will report their findings during the next
membership meeting.
-Three Board Members to be replaced - Larry Hickey, Mark Johnson, and Mike Skerrett.
‐‐Nominations were: Mike Skerrett , Bill Patterson, and Jerry Michaud. Nominations closed.
OPEN FORUM
-Pat Carpenter spoke of reasons for supporting a combined Saturday night festivity with the
ACA; however, members of the general membership voiced their dislike for the idea and made it
clear that they preferred to have our own Reunion without the ACA.
-Larry ‘Lil Pete’ Peterson made a tearful and heartfelt presentation of $10k to the scholarship
fund. His award was a surprise to all and greatly appreciated.
-Seth Schiele expressed his gratitude to all the Spectres on behalf of his mother for the warm
welcome and inclusion they received since the passing of his father.
-General announcements about the remainder of the weekend’s activities were made and the
meeting was adjourned.

The Memorial Service by Barry Gossman
The Spectre Memorial Service was held on Saturday afternoon at the Eglin Armament Museum.
Many Spectres and their families attended the service. The service was opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance to our Country’s Flag. A beautiful poem was then read by Cecil Taylor’s
granddaughter, Cara Stokes. A poem she wrote about the grandfather she never got to be with.
There wasn’t a dry eye in the house. That was then followed by Darren Vitalo and Bill Walter
reading the names of those Spectres that made the ultimate sacrifice in Southeast Asia, The Gulf
War, and Mogadishu. Other Spectres’ names who left us since the last reunion were also read.
Taps was played, and a short prayer was offered by Barry Gossman.

Following the service everyone was invited to tour Aircraft 129 which was open for display. We
would like to thank the staff and volunteers of the Eglin Armament Museum for being on hand to
allow us to sit in air-conditioned comfort and use their PA system for our service. We’d also like
to thank the “Friends of the First Lady” who worked so hard cleaning and maintaining our “old
girl” and being on hand to answer questions and conduct tours.

Reunion Banquet by Bill Walter
The banquet this year was far from ordinary as we joined
other Special Operations colleagues from the Air
Commando Association and several other associations to
celebrate the 50th year anniversary of the formation of the
Air Commandos and the 20th year anniversary of
OPERATION DESERT STORM.
The event, held in the
Emerald
Coast
Conference Center on
Okaloosa Island was
packed with over 900
attendees, including
current and former
Special
Operators
ranging from those
who "started it all" to
those fighting today in
hot spots around the world. The Guest Speaker was General
(ret) "Pete" Schoomaker, one of the original members of
Delta Force, former USSOCOM Commander, and former
Chief of Staff of the Army.
Gunner Jack was
elated
to
find
former co-workers from the Combat Control community
who he had not seen in many, many years. The
combined reunion was not everyone's "cup of tea";
however, those who participated and stayed for the
entire event gave high marks to General Schoomaker for
his keynote speech. Next year we will return to the
traditional Spectre banquet and continue to honor and
support fellow Special Operations associations teaming
on various combined projects throughout the year.

GOLF TOURNAMENT By Barry Gossman
It was the perfect day for a round of golf. If you all may recall from last year, Daddy Hutch had
some problems finding the golf course. We fixed that problem this year. He was personally
escorted there by Bill Allen and me. In fact we rode in his van to insure he made it there with no
problems. In fact Bill also showed him how to get to the VFW for the pizza party.

This year’s tournament was played at the Fort Walton Beach Municipal Golf Course. We played
the Oak course which was in terrific shape. We all met in the lounge for breakfast and the
typical bullshit session. We had a small turn out this year but that didn’t matter because we
always enjoy ourselves. Pat tried to stack the teams in his favor but it didn’t work out to his
advantage as you will see in the final results.
Of course Bob Turek had to reemphasize his DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) rule. He said no matter
what happens, he did not want to see any of our lips on his mouth trying to bring him back to
life. That was not, and he said ‘not,’ the last thing he wants to see on his last day on earth--some
gunner or sensor operator touching his lips.
The round went quite smoothly. Of course every time a team would run into another they would
try and use a little psychological warfare by giving them some outrageous bullshit score. Oh
yeah, there also was the tactic, where when you were on the green and somebody would sink a
putt, everybody would holler and scream as if you had just sank an eagle or birdie putt but in
fact you just made a boogie or double boogie.
To make a short story even shorter, fun was had by all, and I would like to thank the Fort Walton
Beach Golf Course for their generous hospitality.
The Results: First place: Barry Gossman/Wayne Easely/Bruce Garrett; Second place: Pat
Carpenter/Dick Vancil/Daddy Hutchinson; Third place: Bill Allen/Bob Turek/Gary Thompson

Pizza Party by Norm Evans
We had our annual awards presentation at the VFW at our pizza party. Approximately 90
Spectres showed up for the free
beer and pizza. We are still trying
to figure out who “that masked
man” in the picture is. He didn’t
possess any silver bullets, of that
were sure!
The Gunner Jack Award was
presented to Larry Hickey. As you know Larry has been a staunch
supporter of our organization and for years he has taken our reunion
pictures. Also he was always available to help anybody with
anything that needed to be done, thanks Larry.

The Promiscuous Pachyderms went to Jerry Appleby, one of
the original Spectres. Jerry, the Pachyderms do not have
winter flight suits, so when you take them to Maine, make
sure they stay very warm. Do you realize how many times we
had to enter Jerry to ensure he won! At least two or three
extra tabs with his name on them

Congratulations to our scholarship winners, they were Sarah Walter, the daughter of Bill Walter
and Natasha Clayton, daughter of Bill Clayton.

Raffle by Ski
I just want to report to the organization that the raffle ticket sale for 2011 went well. We
basically only had one night to sell to Spectre, and our generous group purchased about $800.00
Friday night. On Saturday we sold to the Air Commandos, and bought in about $140.00, not very
impressive for about 900 people.
One of the Air Commandos won the liquor basket.
(Very nice polite young man.) He was very excited.
One of our Spectres, Fred Taylor, won the Bullet.

See you next year!

Not a Shot Was Fired
Pat Carpenter, President, Spectre Association (A Little Literary License)

All weapons systems experience a time or event that defines the true worth of the system, be it
good or bad. For example, the B-17 gained its place in history with the bombing of the oil fields
and the ball bearing plants during World War II. The B-29 earned its place in history with the
dropping of the only nuclear devices ever dropped in anger and its bombing during the Korean
conflict. The B-52 maintained decades of airborne nuclear alert that held the Soviet Union at
bay. So, too, has the Gunship established its place in history. The event took place in 1997 and
seemed to go unnoticed by historians and military analysts.
The Gunship had proven to be a potent weapons system and adversary, establishing its record of
achievement during the Viet Nam conflict. All Gunships in theater flew approximately 2% of
the total combat sorties that were flown. Their contribution was over 80% of the battle damage
assessed during that conflict. This includes all missions of direct combat support flown, a truly
phenomenal record when the number of sorties is examined. History tells us that the primary
supply chain, the Ho Chi Minh Trail, was virtually stalled and could not sustain the needed
logistic support the North Vietnamese forces required due to the employment of the Gunship.
The system was so effective that had political decisions not impacted the war effort, the US led
effort was about to prevent the North Vietnamese invasion of the South, as stated by North
Vietnamese General Giap in his memoir.
Move forward approximately 25 years, and the Gunship continued building its legacy, being
successfully employed in places such as Grenada, Panama, Somalia, and the Balkans. It was
also at this time, the United States found itself with a dilemma. Its primary aircraft carrier in the
7th Fleet, responsible for maintaining a presence off the Korean peninsula, needed emergency
repairs that would require a trip to Pearl Harbor without another carrier to replace it in theater,
with which to keep the North Korean menace at bay. Evaluating all alternatives, the military
leadership had limited-to-no options. Somewhere within the military, the idea surfaced to
position a Gunship cadre in South Korea while the aircraft carrier was being repaired. Once the
Gunship was on station, the carrier traversed the Pacific for the much-needed emergency repairs.
The phenomenal outcome was that even though the carrier was not available, North Korea did
not see fit to challenge the absence of the carrier task force, maintaining its current force posture
status the same as when the carrier task force was on station.
The Gunship is now a weapons system, like the carrier task force, with which the US could
project geopolitical power. One aircraft system could now project the same political power
as a carrier task force with its complement of over 70 combat aircraft. It accomplished this
feat without firing one shot, based solely on the perceived lethality of the system by enemy
combatants, a truly remarkable milestone.
Now we arrive at the point in our history when we have to face the reality that some of our
Gunship airframes, much like the aircraft carriers, must be retired. Move forward another 20
years to 2015 and the Air Force will start retiring the AC-130H airframes. The question

becomes, “what do we replace these airframes and system with?” Current plans and designs are
being formulated as you read this.
.
The Spectre Association By-Laws state that our organization was and is established to remember
those comrades, both living and dead, who through their courage and determination, proved the
Gunship unique in the annals of special air warfare. We also have an inherent responsibility as
association members to ensure that those hard lessons we learned during the employment of this
unique system are not totally lost in the rush to replace an aged Gunship force.
The question becomes, will the new system maintain the ability to successfully face a multitude
of threats that, we as a nation, might encounter over the next 30 years. In the late 60’s the nation
was faced with a similar dilemma about combat jet aircraft and air combat tactics and
capabilities. The planners and designers developed a fighter for use in combat that didn’t have
the ability to perform close-in combat because technology told the planners that we wouldn’t be
operating in that realm; all air-to-air engagements would be beyond-line-of-sight. The reality
was a combat fighter that had no close-in combat capability, the F-4C & D for the Air Force and
Navy, which required another expenditure of funds and time to overcome that shortfall with the
F-4E & F. The United States was left without a suitable air-to-air capability for several years.
Today we face a similar situation with the proposed and planned replacement for the AC-130H.
While some of the capabilities being planned are needed, leaving behind everything learned over
the 40 plus years of operating the Gunship system that performed Armed Reconnaissance,
Battlefield Interdiction, Close Air Support, as well as support of troops in combat might be a bit
premature. We, as association members, need to stay abreast of the development of the
replacement program and must ensure we maintain a National Capability like the Gunship that
can project power in much the same manner as a Carrier Task Force.
As you read this, the Air Force has placed into service an interim capability with the AC-130W,
called the Stinger or Gunship Lite. It has some of the Gunship capability but was an outgrowth
from another program. At the same time design and testing has started on the AC-130J, the
replacement for the H-model and U-model aircraft. My concern, and a concern that everyone
should have, is that in this time of austere budgets, some zealot congressional member could
derail the AC-130J; thinking the AC-130W can perform every mission that the H- and U-Models
can perform. We must remain cognizant of what is transpiring within the replacement program.
Our task is that each member must learn about the proposed design and capability and remain
abreast of the possible geopolitical implications should the budget matters impact a suitable
Gunship replacement. Examine proposed designs with a jaundice eye to reveal any pitfalls. If or
when something becomes questionable, become an active voice within this organization and
other military organizations to ensure the mistakes of the late 60’s are not repeated. Raise the
roof if anyone tries to name the replacement airframe anything other than SPECTRE. Become
politically active if required. Be reasonable, not belligerent, and champion the capabilities and
name that are timeless and must be maintained.
I’ve said my piece, now it’s time for the membership to say their piece!

