2014 Spectre Spotlight

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
It’s been a good year for the Spectre Association. Thirty four current and former
Spectres joined the association, with about half opting for life membership. There
has also been a large demand for Spectre items from our web store. More than a
few “rumor-intelligence” (RUMINT) statements have been fired at us throughout
the year, so I wish to take a few moments to get the right information out to our
members...so here goes:
RUMINT: All the AC-130H Gunships are retiring and the 16 SOS will be closing
down soon.
TRUTH: The AC-130H fleet has begun to retire, but the 16 SOS will NOT close
down. In fact, they recently moved into a new building. The 16 SOS will transition
to the AC-130W gunship in 2015 and operate that aircraft until they are delivered
brand-new AC-130J gunships.
RUMINT: All AC-130H will go to museums across the country.
TRUTH: No AC-130H gunships will go to museums. Two will go into Air Parks.
Aircraft 6572 is on display at Cannon AFB and 6575 is scheduled to be put on
display in Hurlburt’s Air Park sometime in 2015. All other AC-130H gunships will
retire to Davis Monthan AFB, AZ.
RUMINT: The new AC-130J is more of a bomber than a gunship. It won’t have a
105mm gun.
TRUTH: While the AC-130J and AC-130W can drop small precision guided
ordnance, its primary weapon remains ballistic gunfire. The AC-130J and
AC-130W employs a 30mm cannon and will also employ a105mm gun. The

105mm gun has already been tested and demonstrated from the AC-130W. The
first production 105mm gun will be delivered on the third AC-130J.
RUMINT: There is an official history book in the works that details AC-130
operations from 1973-2014...but does not cover 1967-1972.
TRUTH: It is true an official history project is in the works. Since Jack Ballards
“Development and Employment of Fixed Wing Gunships” book ended in the
beginning of 1973, this effort begins where that book left off. It will however,
focus more on operations than development.
We will continue to share our collective history on the Spectre Association Web
Site: http://www.spectre-association.org/ and the Spectre Association FaceBook
page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spectre-Association/155402250302
Thank you
Bill Walter, President

Retirement of AC-130H 69-6572
In May, Spectres from the 1970s-present day gathered at Cannon Air Force Base to
memorialize “Grave Digger”, now on permanent display at Cannon.

2014 Spectre Reunion, October 9-12

41st reunion was held in Las Vegas, Nevada at the Sun Coast Casino and Resort.
The hotel was very nice, and in usual Las Vegas style had many amenities
including a 64 lane bowling alley and six room movie theater located within the
hotel. Of course, they also had a world-class casino.

Friday EveningBanquet
The staff at the Sun Coast put on a fine buffet. The serving staff did a great job
keeping the drinks full and clearing off our tables so we could relax afterward and
share some laughs and memories of days gone by.
SPECTRE ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS MEETING
⁃ Board President Bill Walter called the meeting to order at 0900 hrs.
⁃

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

OLD BUSINESS
⁃

The Treasures report was read by Bill Allen and accepted as read. It was
suggested that we talk to Pat and Bill about the $200.00 mail out of the
Spotlight.

⁃

No board vacancies at the present time.

NEW BUSINESS
⁃

It was briefed that Celia Pagan has been heading up the Spectre gatherings in
the Fort Walton Beach and Navarre areas.

⁃

There were no Gunner Jack nominations this year. Members can get
information about this award on the Spectre Association Web Site.

⁃

Don Boudreux was thanked for helping set up the Vegas reunion location.

⁃

Bill Walter gave a briefing on the Gunship History Book

⁃

General membership gains were briefed

⁃

Two Scholarships will be given away at this reunion

⁃

Arthur Acheson donated $500.00 to the scholarship fund

⁃

It was noted that the majority of the membership that voted to have the
reunion in Vegas were not present. It was suggested that the Board look at
the process of deciding where the out of town sites will be.

⁃

Board needs to look at the By Laws and decide which ones are more current
and date them.

⁃

Vito suggested that the out of town reunions change from every 4 years to 5
years.

⁃

Membership suggested that the prices should be higher for those who sign
up at the door.

⁃

Bill Walter briefed that the 16 SOS will remain Spectre and receive the
AC-130W gunship.

⁃

Need to add Don Shelee to past Spectres list

Proposed Budget for 2014/2015
Estimated Revenues
Dues

Estimated Expenses

Annual

$400

Membership Mailings Postage

$150

Life

$3500

Supplies

$500

$3900

Spotlight Printing

$200

Estimated Sales

$25,000

Donations

$4000

Store Inventory Replenishment
Merchandise Shipping

$500

Memorials

$1000

Web Maintenance

$800

Warehouse Fee

$1000

Post Box Fee

$95

Phone Conferencing Fee

$400

Liabilities

Total Estimated Rev

$32,900

IRS Liabilities

$4500

Scholarships

$2000

Residual Reunion Cost

$9200

Donations

$3000

Total Estimated Expense

$ 33,840

$10,500

Saturday Night Spectre Banquet
The POW/MIA table was set up Vice President Bill
Allen led the ceremony. Dinner was served and
most thought the food was excellent. The guest
speaker was our President, Bill Walter.
Bill Allen, Master of Ceremonies announced the
scholarship winners:
The Lucky Winners of the 2013 Spectre
Scholarships are:
$500 scholarship - Danny Pagan Jr.
$500 scholarship - Sarah Walter
Saturday Night Raffle
Spectre Gunner Jim Gary built and donated a very
nice hand crafted 105mm mug to the association
scholarship fund. The which was auctioned off to
the highest bidder, with all proceeds going to the
scholarship fund. The highest bidder was Frank
Scafidi. Jim also agreed to personalize the mug in
his workshop and mail it to Frank.
The Sunday SPECTRE Golf Tournament
The 41st Annual Spectre Golf Tournament was held at the Angel Park municipal
course which was conveniently located next to the hotel. The weather could not
have been any better for a wonderful day of golf.
Sunday BBQ
A beautiful, sunny day and everyone is relaxing and slowing down after four
days of partying and re-uniting with old friends and new. The menu of
hamburgers, chicken, slaw, beans, potato salad and assorted pies and cakes was, as
usual, outstanding and delicious. The golfers arrived with their lies, some smiles
and some sad faces. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and the folks that
didn’t leave early retired to the hospitality room to have a drink and relax even
more.

The Last Flight of 69-6575 “Wicked Wanda”
In mid December, Wicked Wanda completed her final flight from Cannon Air
Force Base to Hurlburt Field, destined for the Hurlburt Air Park. A large gathering
of Spectres met Wicked Wanda and her crew on the Hurlburt Flight line. The
Spectre Association was well represented in welcoming 6575 back to Hurlburt.
AFSOC Commander, and former 16 SOS Commander Lieutenant General Brad
Heithold was in attendance as well. Wicked Wanda will be placed in the Air Park
sometime in 2015. A dedication ceremony is planned and the date will be
announced once established.
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWpgXkX5L90&sns=em

Our annual reunion will be in Fort Walton Beach, FL this year...see you there and
thank you for your support and dedication to the Spectre Association!
Bill Walter, President

