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Membership Report:
As of December 2025, Membership stands at:
548 Life

289 Annual

68 Honorary

8 Associate

Sales store Report:

Our Quartermaster continually updates store inventory to provide
unique Spectre themed items. Please visit the Spectre Store at

https://www.spectre-association.org/store/ to view current inventory.

The annual Quartermaster Report is listed in the Business Meeting

report in this document.
Charitable Contributions:
2025 Donations to the Scholarship Fund

Note: The Association received multiple donations for the Scholarship
fund this year. Many donated in the name of Karen Carpenter who

passed away this year.

e $5000 from Jennifer Effler (Pat and Karen Carpenter’s Daughter)

e $100 from Jill Butler and Jan Livingston (In remembrance of
Karen Carptenter)

e $100 from WCCC-AGAPE CLASS 128 (in remembrance of Karen
Carptenter)


https://www.spectre-association.org/store/

$100.00 from Patricia L. MaWhinney (in remembrance of Karen
Carptenter)

$50 from Mike Carpenter (in remembrance of Karen Carptenter)
$100 from Steven L. and Jill Butler (in remembrance of Karen
Carptenter)

$100 from American Legion Auxiliary STEADMAN-KEENAN

UNIT 96 (In remembrance of Karen Carptenter)

2025 donations to the operating fund

Bill Walter manufactured 125 each 40mm challenge coins
custom engraved by Perez Bonafacio. They were sold for $25
each. All sold quickly and 100% of sales amount ($3,125) was
donated to the operating fund.

Bill Walter donated $2,120 from the Ghostriders bourbon

project.

e An anonymous donor donated $1,122 (after PayPal fee) from (he

donates $100/month)
Dianne Spencer donated $20

2025 Material Donations

Ed Rodriguez donated custom engraved wine glasses valued at
$1200 for the reunion banquet.

Frank and Alice Gonsowski donated table decorations valued at
$1300 for Friday and Saturday banquets.

PJ Cook donated laser-engraved items to sell in the store.

Brad Sims donated artwork and several other members donated

items to be sold during the raffle.



Acknowledgements

As Spectre Association President, | wish to thank all those who
contributed many hours of volunteer labor and expertise to maintain
our Association. Frank and Alice Gonsoski headed the Reunion
Committee, and they wish to thank all who assisted them. Duane
Spencer, our Treasurer, kept our finances in order, arranged
scholarship awards and much, much more. The “Lions share” of daily
duties falls on the duties of operating the Spectre Store. Our
Quartermaster, Ed Rodriguez served in that capacity for many years
and we owe him a big “THANK YOU” for his dedicated service. Ed
recently retired and has re-located to Arkansas, so he can no longer
operate the store. Manny Valdivia has been working with Ed for a while
now as a volunteer Quartermaster, but we are looking for a local
Association member to volunteer to fill Ed’s shoes. Also, John Leahy
volunteered to fill the position of Vice President, which was vacated
when Brent Cosens moved to Thailand. Thank you all!

Bill Walter, President

Ed Rodriguez John Leahy and PJ Cook



Many members of the Spectre Association are also members of “The
Friends of the First Lady” group, who share history and heritage of
Spectre. They also help maintain aircraft 53-3129 “The First Lady” at
the Air Force Armament Museum and open it for tours every Third

Friday.

Our President, Bill Walter contributes to the Greater Fort Walton
Chamber of Commerce and the Air Force Special Operations
Command History Office. He planned, organized and presented a
multi-member panel discussion at the Air Force Armament Museum
to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the war in
Southeast Asia. Spectre was well represented and the Friends of the

First Lady group opened 53-3129 for tours.

Bill Walter also initiated a history and heritage project with a Distillery
in Crestview to bottle Spectre’s own label bourbon. The entire project
was funded exclusively by Bill, with zero Association funds used.
During each bottling session, volunteer members of the Association
participate in bottling, labeling and boxing bourbon whiskey which is
available at the Distillery. During the past year, two blends have been
produced “Ghostriders, Mors De Caelis” and Angel of Death. Since
start of the project two years ago, about $5000 in profits have been

donated to the Spectre Association. The project continues today.



October 9-12, 2025

The Island Resort, Fort Walton Beach, Florida




A total of 137 members and guests attended the 2025 reunion.
Members began to arrive on Thursday evening. The Hospitality
room, located on the beach side of the resort, opened on Thursday
evening to allow members a casual “meet and greet” prior to
Friday events.

The Spectre Store opened on Friday morning in a room adjacent to
the Hospitality room. Though the store was small, Ed and Manny
organized it well and many items were sold.

1 To commemorate the 50" reunion, Bill
Walter manufactured 125 each 40mm
challenge coins custom engraved by
Perez Bonafacio. They were sold for $25
each and 100% of sales were donated

to the Spectre Association.

Perez Bonaficio built a beautiful
Whiskey presentation box with
custom engraved glass and
decanters to commemorate the
50" Spectre Reunion. It sold in the
raffle for $650 and all proceeds
were donated to the Scholarship
Fund.




The Spectre Association awarded five $1000 Scholarships during
the Reunion. Scholarship winners are:

Mikayla Thomas Great granddaughter of George E. Deliduka

Abram Edward Larson Grandson of James Edward Ano

Kaitlin Meyers Daughter of Brian Meyers
Keely Sims Daughter of Brian Sims
Kaitlyn Brown Granddaughter of William (Joe) Davis

The 2025 Gunner Jack Award

In recognition of the 50" annual reunion, the Board of Directors
voted unanimously to award all in attendance the Gunner Jack
Award by setting meal cost at $50 per person and subsidizing the
remaining meal cost (approx. $15 across the board) with the
Gunner Jack fund.




Friday night buffet

119 members and guests attended the banquet. Bill Walter and Duane
Spencer presented a slide show of “reunions through the years” prior

to a casual dinner.




Treasurer’s Report by Duane Spencer

The association has been on stable financial footing for the past fifty
years. | am working to continue to maintain our financial stability.
Currently we have available in

liquid cash for operating expenses $25,245 and $50,245 in Money
Markets, Certificates of Deposits and a long-term bond which have to
remain where the money is until the item matures.

Gunner Jack donated $10,000.00 before he passed away. His intention
was for this money to be used to reward an individual who has been
outstanding during the past year. For the 50th reunion the board
decided to use a portion of this fund to offset the price of the meals
honoring all members for their service. Each guest was charged
$50.00 as their meal cost, after the reunion Gunner Jack fund paid
$4,237.04. Our thanks to Spectre Life Member #1. Gunner Jack!

SPECTRE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING Minutes

11 October 2025, 0900
CALL TO ORDER: Bill Walter called the meeting to order at 0900 CST.

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDENCE:

Present | Name Position
X Bill Walter President
Excused | Brent Cosens Vice President
X Duane Spencer Treasurer/Board Member
X Manny Valdiva Quartermaster
X Jerry Michaud Board Member
X Frank ‘Ski’ Gonsowski Board Member
X Dennis Calik Board Member
Excused | Bob Antis Board Member
X Kevin Moyer Board Member
X Larry Peterson (Lil Pete) Board Member
X PJ Cook Webmaster
X Amanda Murray Secretary/Board Member




Treasurer’s Report:

o

Checking Account **%7424 | $11,404.28
Gunner Jack Fund %7580 | $10,711.43
Operating Fund *xx7238 | $15,812.20
Scholarship Fund **XT556 | $9,247.91
FMS BOND rorck $25,000

5 Mo CD with Truist Bank | *** $14,719.05
Total $86,894.49

Noted that some bills will have to be paid out of the operating fund.
The Gunner Jack fund will be used to pay for some of the expenses
incurred from the reunion.

Noted we have around $36k in inventory at the time of this meeting.

QUARTERMASTER REPORT:
Ed and Manny reported the following, from the email:

(@)

BUSINESS REPORT:

Sales with the credit card reader have been a lot; approx. $3500 in sales
as of Oct 10" from the reunion.

50" reunion t-shirts will be replenished on Oct 20" and will be online.
Ed has been trying to get rid of old inventory that has been there for
years.

Noted that vendors have increased their prices.

Wants to maintain the quality of materials and some things can be more
expensive.

Sales are slightly lower than this period for 2024. 8 new memberships
have been processed and sent. Lifetime 548, Annuals 289 and a few
adds to the Silent Guns.

Extra funding for this reunion was provided since it’s the 50".

Noted we can’t sustain the level of what we do currently which led to
discussion on a possible new venue for next year due to cost. Bill also
stated that the bridge construction will be ongoing for a few years.

The purpose of the organization is to facilitate a reunion. The other things
we do are not required, however, as long as we can do them, we will
continue to do so.

Reunion bars beyond the 50" may no longer be something we do due to
cost. Itis approx. $10/bar to get them made.

The hospitality and sales rooms was about $1,764.00 for the weekend,
there was plenty of discussion on this.

The 40mm round coins are available to buy and the funds from this will be
a donation from Bill. The money will be put into operations.

The cost of the hospitality room will differ from year to year and it
depends on the venue as well.

The Spectre Facebook page has reconnected many people who have not



seen each other in decades.

e Bill mentioned donations. Some have come in for both operations and
maintenance of the organization. Others have come in for scholarships.
Bill has donated about $5k through the whiskey project and over 3K via
coin sales.

o Ed Rodriguez will be resigning as the store manager on January 1°. He will
need a replacement; they will need to be proficient in QuickBooks and
excel. He said he will help out until the new Quartermaster is up to speed.

e 2018 bylaws and modifications were discussed. A discussion on the out-
of-town reunions was had. We may not want to have a mandatory out-of-
town reunion (it is currently required every 4 years). It is a lot of work to set
itup and it will be on whoever lives there to do the bulk of the work since
they will be local. We will not be able to pay for those who live in Florida to
travel to scope out the location and such. We will have to put a ballot out
for this revision for it to go through. The proposal to the bylaws should be
on the website around 1 Jan.

Currently no open positions on the board.

e Promiscuous pachyderms’discussion: every year someone gets them
and they are supposed to take them on travels and take pictures with
them at the different events. At first this was looked at as a prize but now
itis more like a punishment. Bill proposed that we retire them and when
the AFSOC museum opens we donate them for posterity. We can keep
them in our store for now.

e Five envelopes containing a student’s name was selected by Amanda
Murray picking five as primary and five as secondary if a winner is not
eligible for the $1000.00 scholarship. It will be given to an alternate. The
money is sent to the school, not directly to the student.

o A member brought up dissolving the association: Bill stated not as long as
he is above ground and we have money to keep going, Spectre
Association will be viable.

o Membership: people pass away and most folks who sign up for people
who were Spectres in the 70s and 80s. Younger folks, especially those
who are still flying, aren’t joining associations. Bill noted that it is simply a
different social construct with the younger generations.

ADJOURNEMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1013 central. Meeting adjourned at 1014
central. Motion to accept; Vito nay.

Secretary: Amanda Murray
Amended by Duane Spencer



Saturday Afternoon Memorial Ceremony

—_ e

The Friends of the First Lady group managed to work around the
Government Furlough to open 53-3129 for touring. At noon, we
conducted a memorial service for all Spectres lost during combat
operations as well as those who passed away since last year’s
reunion. Many thanks to the Friends of the First Lady group (especially
Fred, Bill, Stan, Will, and several others) for their efforts to make it a

truly meaningful event.




Saturday Night Banquet.

October 11, 2025
The Island Beach Resort
Okaloosa Island, Florida

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
1700-1800 Cocktails
1805: Presentation of Colors

1810: Pledge of Allegiance/Benediction

1815: POW/MIA ceremony Missing Man Table: |10: Bob Eberly
Gunner: Ed Metz Sensor: Rick Meyers Nav: George Deliduka FE: Duane Spencer Pilot: Bernie

Frakes, Mx: Ted Lloyd
1820-1900: Dinner (Aruba Ballroom)

1900-1915: Presidents address to membership
1915-1935: Keynote Speaker, Dr. David Hanson

1945-2030: Scholarship presentations, Transfer of Promiscuous Pachyderms, & Raffle

2100: Playing of Ghostriders in the Sky via Nick Furda’s “Boomba” and audio.




Doors opened to the Aruba room at 1700 hrs. Members and guests
began arriving shortly thereafter for casual conversation and
seating. A total of 58 members and guests attended the Banquet. At
1800, the USAF Honor Guard presented colors, followed by our
annual Missing Man ceremony.

Duane Spencer delivered the eulogy.

Dinner was served at about 1830.

Col (ret) David Hanson delivered the keynote presentation, focusing
on the modern mission of the AC-130J.

Bill Walter and Duane Spencer presented a bottle of Ghostriders
Whiskey to Dr Hanson and his Wife.

The Promiscuous Pachyderms were officially retired and secured by
the Quartermaster.

The 50/50 Raffle was conducted by Alice Gonsowski; winner was
Dianne Spencer with $490 going to the operating fund.

The Raffle was conducted by Bill Walter, Alice Gonsowski and Darren
Vitalo. Donated items sold during the raffle netted $1,895 for the
operating fund.



Keynote Speaker for the 2025 Reunion
Dr. David Hanson, Colonel USAF retired,

serves as a Supervisory Program Manager,
leading the Strike and Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance Requirements Division,
Headquarters, Air Force Special Operations
Command (AFSOC), Hurlburt Field, Florida.

He is responsible for the concept formation,
technology development, and aircraft
sustainment of AFSOC’s AC-130J, MQ-9A,
OA-1K, Small Uncrewed Aircraft Systems, and
U-28 programs. Additionally, Dr. Hanson
manages the command’s functions and
responsibilities for requirements development
and documentation as directed by United States
Air Force and United States Special Operations
Command policies and guidance. Finally, he directs the development and fielding of transformational
Strike and ISR concepts and technologies, including the Adaptive Airborne Enterprise, Enhanced
Precision Effects, and Armed Overwatch programs, providing advanced capabilities to the warfighter in
support of contingency operations, crisis response activities, and defense of the Homeland.

Dr. Hanson is a 1991 graduate of Auburn University with a degree in History, and he served in the United
States Air Force from 1992 to 2018 as a special operations pilot, staff officer, and unit commander. His
assignments include operational tours piloting the C-130E, AC-130H, MC-130H, and AC-130U,
accumulating 3,300 flying hours over the course of his career. He served as Commander, 14th Weapons
Squadron; Vice Commander, 919th Special Operations Wing; and Chief of Staff for Headquarters Air
Force Special Operations Command. Dr. Hanson has Master’s degrees in Aeronautical Science, Air
Mobility, and Airpower Art and Science, and a Doctorate degree in Military Strategy. He is a graduate of
the United States Air Force Weapons School, Air Command and Staff College, Advanced Study of Air
Mobility, School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, Air War College, and Lorenz Fellowship.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Legion of Merrit

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Civilian Service Award

Distinguished Graduate, Air Force ROTC, Auburn University, AL

Outstanding Graduate, USAF Weapons School, Nellis AFB, NM

Distinguished Graduate, Advanced Study of Air Mobility, Fort Dix, NJ

Executive Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business School, University of North Carolina, NC
Senior Executive Fellows, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, MA



Many thanks to the Reunion Committee for all the hard
work and thoughtfulness while planning and conducting
the 50" Reunion. We also wish to thank all who traveled
from far and wide to attend.

Next Year’s Reunion

The Home 2 Suites in Fort Walton has been selected and
reserved for the 2026 Reunion. Details will be posted by
July of 2026.

Thank you,
Bill Walter,

President, Spectre Association



	BUSINESS REPORT:
	ADJOURNEMENT
	1815: POW/MIA ceremony Missing Man Table: IO: Bob Eberly
	Gunner: Ed Metz Sensor: Rick Meyers Nav: George Deliduka FE: Duane Spencer Pilot: Bernie Frakes, Mx: Ted Lloyd

